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Right Honourable 1 

| JOHN Earl of SANDWICH, 
| Viſcount Hinchinbroke, and Bar on 

: [{133] . N «| hf 

My L OR D, * ' [163 no On m U 0 I] -1 


ITH the greateſt Diffidence I preſume to 
this imperfect Poem at your _ 
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I could not, however, omit the preſent favourable 
Opportunity, of teſtifying the VENERATION I 
have for your LoxDsK1P: For as you have ſo pub- 
licly approv'd the Game of C RI CKET), every 
thing that, in the leaſt, 8 to that Diverſion, 
cannot help looking up to its LLUSTRIOUS 


* 
Me} 


PATRON. 


Für be it from me, (tho" Cuſtom bas taught the 
Method, to almoſt every Dedication) to attempt a 
Deſcription of your Loxvsniy's exalted Quali- 
fications : Thoſe Excellencies which every E — 
is ſenſible of, but no one can expreſs. 


1 any perfectiy aware of my own want of Merit, 
and even tremble while I am preſumptiouſly addreſing 
the 


; « 
* * 


DEDICATION ii 
the cr cERo of the Age. But J again recover my- : 
ſelf, when J confider that your Lox DsSn1y's ample 


Good-nature, is both able and willing to excule, 
My Lox RD, 
Jour LorxDgsnle's 
Moſt Devoted, 
A Obedient, and 
* Humble vas, 


| Th 
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De Counties moſt famous for CRICKET are diſerib'd, as vying 
with one another for Excellency. 
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The ARGUMENT 


rn 


HE Subjef®. Addreſs to the Patron of CRICKET. 

A Deſcription of the Pleaſures felt at the Approach of 

the proper Seaſen for CRICKET, and the Preparations 
for it. A Compariſon between this Game and others, par- 
ticularly Billiards, Bowls and Tennis. Exhortation to Britain, 
to leave all meaner Sports, end cultivate CRICKET only, as 
moſt adapted to the Freedom and Hardineſs of its Conſtitution. | 


CRICKET 
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HILE others, ſoaring on a lofty Wing, 

Of dire Bellona's cruel Triumphs ſing; 

Sjͤsund the ſhrill Clarion, mount the rapid Car 
And ruſh delighted thro the Ranks of War; 


— — 


5 fas My 


The Tit, CRICKET.) There is no Doubt, but that (without a great 


deal of Study) this Title might have been dulafied; and by the ingenious Help 
of an AD tag'd to it, render'd extremely polite and unintelligible. But I think 
it is a high Compliment to CRICKET itſelf, that our Poet thinks proper to 
ſet it before it's Work, in its own plain unadulterated Signification. 


+ While others,] Qur Author, truly ſenſible how great a Deference ought 
to be paid to War, which is, to be ſure, the very Soul of Heroic Poetry, eſteems 


it quite neceſſary to apologize, and begin with crying Quarter, in order to take 


off that Prepoſfeſſon, which (eſpecially at this critical Juncture) will certainly 
"RY ES | ; 26 to eee 


OR" 


* 
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5 My tender Muſe, in humbler, milder Strains, 

| Prefents a bloodlefs Conqueft on the Plains ; 
Where vig'rous Youth, in Life's freſh Bloom aber, 
For pleaſing Exerciſe and healthful Sport. 

Where Emulation fires, where Glory draws, 


10 And active Sportſmen ſtruggle for Applauſe ; 
Expert to Bowl, to Run, to Stop, to Throw, 
Each Nerve collected at each mighty Blow. 


Hail CRICKET! glorious, manly, Briti/h Game! 
Firſt of all Sports ! be firſt alike in Fame! 
. | To 


be exerted in favour of that delicate Science, He knows how profoundly the 
hate Nation employs itſelf in military Cares, and remembers that as we have 
two powerful Kingdoms on our Backs, it is but reaſonable we ſhou'd avoid all 
trifling Amuſements, However, as he hopes CRI CKE T cannot be deem'd 
ſuch, with all due Deference, he proceeds, Scriblerus Maximus, 


V. 13. Hail CRICKET.] I have s a prodigious deal of Pains to 
find out the Time when CRICKET firſt appeared, and who was the Au- 
thor of it, But it is to be lamented, that Hiſtory is extremely deficient upon 
this Head. There is great Reaſon however, to think, that it is an Furipean 
Invention, and perhaps, as our Author ventures to affirm, a Sprout of Britain: 
For the Ching/e, who claim Printing, Gunpowder, & c. ſo long before we had 
any Notion of them, to our great Satisfaction, lay not the leaſt Claim to it. 


hg 


— [43.8 
15 To my fir d Soul thy buſy Tranſports bring, I 
That I may feel thy Raptures, while I fingl 
And thou, kind Patron of the mirthful Fray, 
SANDWICE, thy Country's Friend, accept the Lay? 
Tho' mean my Verſe, my Subject yet approve, - 
20 And look propitious on the Game you love! 


| When the returning Sun begins to ſmile, —- "0 
And ſhed its Glories round this ſea-girt Ille; 
When new-born Nature deck'd in vivid Green, 

Chaces dull Winter from the charming Scene: | 

25 High panting with Delight, the jovial Swain = = 
'Trips it exulting o'er the Flow'r-ſtrew'd Plain; 
Thy Pleaſures, CRICKET! all his Heart controul; 
Thy eager Tranſports dwell upon his Soul : 
He weighs the well-turn'd Bat's experienc'd F orce, 

30 And 8 the rapid . Ball 's impetuous Courle, 


"2 25 6 
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His ſupple Limbs with nimble Labour plies, 
Nor bends the Graſs beneath him as he flies. 
The joyous Conqueſts of the late flown Year, + 


In Fancy's Paint, with all their Charms appear, 
35 And now again he views the long wiſh'd Seaſon near. 

O thou, ſublime Inſpirer of my Song! 

What matchleſs Trophies to thy Worth belong 1 

Look round the Globe, inclin'd to Mirth, and ſee 

What daring Sport can claim the Prize from thee !. 


0 40 Not puny Billiard, where, with fluggiſh Pace, 
The dull Ball trails before the feeble Mace. 
| Where 
v. 32. Nor bends] Nec teneras curſu lefiſet Arias. Vir. En. vii. I. 809. 


V. 40. Net puny Billiards] With what Taſte and Judgment, cries the en- 
raptur'd Commentator, is the Frenchifd Diverſion of Billiards here, at the ſame 
Time, pathetically deſcrib'd; and critically expos'd ! It is, no doubt, obvious to 
every Reader, how beautifully this ridiculous Amuſement ſerves as a Foil to 
CRICKET. . The Company at the former, are generally Beaus of the firſt 
Magnitude, dreſs'd in the Quinteſſence of the Faſhion. The robuſt Cricketer, 
plays in his Shirt, The Rev. Mr, /Y----d, particularly, appears almoſt naked, 
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[ [51] 
Where no triumphant Shouts, no Clamours dare 
Peirce thro' the vaulted Roof and wound the Air; ; 
But ſtiff SpeRators quite inactive ſtand; 

45 Speechleſs, attending to the Striger's Hand: 
Where nothing can your languid Spirits move, 
Save when che Marker Bellows out, Str be 
Or when the Ball, chſe cuſhion'd, ſlides aſkew, 
And to the op'ning Pocket runs, a C.. 
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5o Nor yet that happier Game, where the ſmooth Bowl, 
In circling Mazes, wanders to the Goal; | 
Where, much divided between Fear and Glee, ' 
The Youth cries Rub ; O Flee, you Ling'rer, Flee ! 
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Not Tennis ſelf, thy ſiſter Sport, can charm, 

55 Or with thy fierce Delights our Boſoms warm. | 
g Tho 

V. 54. Net Tennis ſelf.] It muſt be confeſsd, that Tennis is very 
nearly ally'd to CRICKET, both as to the Activity, Strength and Skill 


that are neceſſary to be exerted on each important Occaſion. But as the latter 
| happens 


889. I os. ER, Gy Pe, 
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Tho- full of Life, at Eaſe alone diſmay d, 

She calls each ſwelling dine w to her Aid ; 

Her ecchoing Courts confeſs the ſprightly Sound, 
While from the Racket the briſk Balls rebound. 
60 Yet, to ſmall Space confin'd, ev'n ſhe muſt yield 

To nobler CRICKET, the diſputed Field, 


O Parent Britain ! Minion of Renown! 
Whoſe far-extended Fame all Nations own ; 
| Of Sloth-promoting Sports, forewarn'd beware ! 
65 Nor think thy Pleaſures are thy meaneſt Care; 
Shun with Diſdain the ſqueaking Maſquerade, -; - 


Where fainting Vice calls Folly to her Aid. 
; Leave 


happens to be the preſent Subject, our Author with great Propriety and admirable 
Taſte, makes all other Games knock under. When he gratifies the World 
with a Poem upon Tenms, no doubt, he will do the fame, in favour of that 


alſo. 


V. 67. Where fainting Vice.] Our Author is a little doubtſul, from the Ex- 
cellence of this Line, whether he has not committed Plagiariſm ; but as the Proof 


of it does not immediately occur to his Memory; he bopes it may be 1 great 
| Service 


Leave the diſſolving Song, the baby Dance, 
To ſooth the Slaves of Italy and France: 


70 While the firm Limb, and ſtrong brac d Nervearethine, 


Scorn Eunuch Sports . to manlier Games incline; 


Feed on the Joys that Health and Vigour give; 


75 


Where Freedom reigns, tis worth the while to live. 


Nurs'd on thy Plains, firſt CRICKET learnttopleaſe, 
And taught thy Sons to flight inglorious Eaſe : 
And ſee where buſy Counties ſtrive for Fame, 


Each greatly potent at this mighty Game 


Fierce Kent, ambitious of the firſt Applauſe, 
Againſt t the World combin'd, aſſerts her Cauſe ; 


Gay 


Service to bis Readers, rn. an onen to ſhew their . 


in finding it out. ; 2 
ANOTE ben the firggoing O I E. N 
The Creature, whoever he is, that wrote the preceeding Remark, is certainly 
out of his Senſes, Does he imagine the Gentlemen who have CRICKET in 
their Heads, can afford to throw away their Time fo idly, as to pore over a 


| parcel of muſty Authors to convince themſelves, whether a nonſenſical Line is. 


his or not? Britanicus Severus. 


a k 
11 


80 Gay Suſſex ſometimes e o'er rhe Field, 
And fruitful Surry cannot brook to yeild. 
While London, Queen of Cities! proudly vies, 
And often graſps the well- diſputed Prize. 


Thus while Greece triumph'd o'er the bar#rous Earth, 


85 Seven Cities ſtruggl'd which gave Homer Birth. 


THE 


V. 85. The barÞrous Earth.] The ancient Greets were modeſt enough to call 
all the reſt of the World Barbarians. 


Our Author has nothing to had | in 3 of this Simile, but 3 Prac- 
tice. He confeſſes, it is very little to the Purpoſe; but then the abſolute Neceſ-. 
ſity of introducing Similies ſomewhere, the Flavour they give to a Poem, and 
the prodigious Eſteem they are in at preſent, were Arguments which his Modeſty 
was oblig'd to give Fr to, | 5 | 
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The ARG * ME N T 
Okt the SECOND BOOK 


EN T challenges all 'the ober COUNTIES. a 
Match determined. A Deſeriptimn\ of the Place of 


| Contelt. The particular Qualifications and * of 
each Fs The COUNTIES 8 M. 


x 


* - 
} 


A ND now the Sons of Kent 23838 grown, x 


By a long! Serie of acquir'd Aeg = 3 
V. 1. And Ns] It has been 8 wo ago, FA 2 great many great | 
Criticks, that the Dignity of Expreſſion ſhould be ſuited to the Magnificence of 
the Subject. Our Author, I think, has preſerved this Decorum to a Tittle: 
For who can help being fir'd with the Pompo/ity of this Challenge, which he 
ſets out with in the ſecond Book, It is to be obſerv'd likewiſe, that he has 
carefully (thro* the whole Poem) avoided every thing that might leſſen his 
Heroes, And whereas fome unadviſed People, frequently make uſe of the mean 
Appellations of Val, Fark, &c. when they ſpeak of the moſt Illuſtrious at this 


Game; he has rejected ſuch Crimes with the utmoſt Indignation. 
Scrib. Mas. 
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Smile at each weak Attempt to ſhake their Fame; 
And thus with vaunting Pride, their Might proclaim; 

5 © Long have we bore the Palm, triumphant 1 
No County fit to match our wond'rous Skill: 
But that all tamely may confeſs our Sway, 
And own us Maſters of the glorious Day 
Pick the beſt Sportſmen from each ſev'ral Shire, 

10 And let them, if they dare, gainſt Us appear: 

Soon will we prove the Mightineſs we boaſt, 
And make them feel their Error, to their Coſt, 


Fame quickly gave the bold Defiance vent, 
And magnify'd th' undaunted Sons of Kent. | 
The boaſtful Challenge ſounded far and near ; | - 
And ſpreading, reach'd at length Great N- Ear: | 
Where, with his Friend, all negligent he laugh'd, 
And threatned future Glories, as they quaff d. 


15 


Struck 


V. 16, N----'5 Ear.) Among his many penetrating Obſervations, our Poet 
has particularly remark'd the great Efficacy of a Da/b: Therefore, unwilling 
that his Poem ſhould loſe any material Beauty; and equally deſizous his Reader 
ſhould receive all the Satisfaction that is poſſible, he has clear'd up all the Diffi- 
culties, in his Annotations, which that delicate Invention unayoidably creates. 


Newland, of Slenden in Suſſex, Farmer; a famous Bat/man, 
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Struck with the dating Phraſe, a piercing Lock 
20 On B-—u firſt be caſt a 
And dare the flaves diag Meſige own! . 
What then is N-—'s Arm no better known? a 2:4 
| Have I for ths the Ring's wide Ramparts broke?. MD 
Whilſt R- ſhudder d at the mighty Stroce. 


25 Now by Alcmena's ſinew d Son, I ſ wear. 


"Whoſe nA eee N 
By Hermes, Offſpring too of thund' ting !!! 
Whoſe winged Feet like nimble Lightning move ! | 
By ev'ry Patron of the pleaſing War, 

30 My chief Delight, my Glory and my Care! | 
This Arm ſhall ceaſe the far-driv'n Ball, to throw, 
Shrink from the Bat and feebly ſhun the Blow ; | 

| C 2 _ | The 
v. 20, 4 B fff 5e of Laie M 1 


V. 24. Mile R---y] V Rumney, Gardiner to the Duke of Dorſet, at 
Knowles, near Sevenoaks in Kent, 


V. 25. Now by, &c.) The judicious Choice of Hercules and Mercury, the 
Gods of Strength and Swiftneſs, ſo very Fg to = Game of * 
| cannot be enough admired, "TIO 


The Tp, om thi anging Forint br, 
By Boys and Women ſhall in Scorn be wort :; 
35 Ecer I neglect to let theſe Bluſt'rers know, 
There live who dare oppoſe, and beat them too. 
Illuftrious B] Now's the Tine é row 
To CRICKET'"s Charms thy much experienc'd Love. 
Let Us with Care, each hardy Friend inſpire} : 
40 And fill their Souls with emulating Fire} 
Come on. True Courage never is diſmay d. 
He ſpoke,—The Hero liked, ad Ga 8 


-*% 


Urg'd by their Chiefs, the Friends of CRICKET hear, 


And joyous in the fated Liſts appear. 
45 The Day approach'd. To view the charming Scene, 
n Thouſands croud way kvell'd Green. 


A Place there is, where Gy Verte meet, 
Wiſely determin'd, not to fight, but eat. | 


V. 42. Lifted and obey'd.) Laconick Bayes! 
V. 47. A Place there is.] Eft in ſeceſſu Locus, The * PR has exactly 
follow'd the Example of all great Poets, both ancient and modern, who never 
fail to prepare you with a pompous TE of the Place where any great 


AXion is to be perform'd. 


— 
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Where harmle( Thunder rattles to tlie Skies. 


50 While the plump Buf-coat ſires, and ds hi pe 25 


To the pleas d Mob the burſting Cannons tell 
At ev'ry circling Glaſs, how much they ſwill. 
Here, in the Intervals of bloodleſs War, 


The Swains with milder Pomp their Arms prepare. 
55 Wide o'er th' extended Plain, the circling String 


60 


Back to the Line th' affrighted Rebels ſkip. 


Reſtrains th impatient Throng, and marks a Ring. ce 


But if encroaching on forbidden Ground, | 
The heedleſs Croud o eleps, the proper Bound; 7X 
S th plies, with ſtrenuous Arm, the ſmacking Whip, 
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V. 49. When un ve) 1 muſt own that a Deſcription of the friillery- 
Ground has very little Merit, the Particulars are fo obvious: It has Truth in- 


deed on its Side; but that is a thing now a-days ſo ren regarded, that, I 
am afraid it will receive no Weight from it. ; 


V. 59. 8.—h plies, Ke. 1 Mr. Smith, the Maſter of the Ground, who, (o 


"os. mri Honour, and no inconſiderable Advantage, has made great Im- 


provements ; and been perhaps a principal Cauſe of the high Light in Which 
CRICKET at this Time flouriſhes. There would have been a fine Oppor- 
tunity to have introduced in this Place, the Praiſes of the celebrated Vinegar, 


who ſo long triumph'd in Meorfields without a Rival, But alas! the Nobility 


and Gentry, have cruelly rob'd this famous Spot of'its favourite Diverſions ; by 
_ tranſplanting the Heroes, who lately cut ſuch Figures here, to 'ottenham- Court, 


and Broughton's Amphitheatre, with a malicious Intent to rob the Commons of 
their Amuſements, and engroſs the whole Joy to themſelves. 


* 


FF 8 _ 


[14] 

The Stumps are pitch'd, Each Heroe now is ſeen; + 
Springs o'er the Fence, and n the Green, 
In decent White, moſt gracefully array d, 
Each firong-hulli Limb in all its Pride e d. 

Now Muſe, exert thy Vigour, and deſtribeee 
The mighty Chieftains of each glorious Tribe! e 

65 Bold R-—y firſt, before the Kentiſh Hand 
God-like appear'd, and ſeiz d the chief Command. 
Judicious Swain! Whoſe men 
Obſerves the various Seaſons as they roll. 
Well-ſkill'd to fpread the thriving Plant around { © © 
1 And paint with fragrant Flow'rs th enamell'd Ground 8 
© Conſcious of bee with Front erect he n 
And poiſes i in his Hand the Bat he loves. 
Him D erſet's Prince protects, whoſe youthful Heir 
75 Attends with ardent Glee che mighty Play r. 


He 


V. 65. Now Au, Pandite nunc Helitons Dee, Cantyſyue movete, Vir. 
En. vii. I. 641. 

Let any Man read two or three Rs of Virgil, ee following the 
above Quotation, or turn to Mr. Glover's Leonidas, the greater Poem of the two, 
where he deſcribes the Army of Xzrxes ; and he will eafily ſee what our Poet 

had in his Head: And with what ſurpriſing Addreſs he has copied the Majefty 
of the one, and the —— of the other. | 
N. B. The Reader may ſupply the above Daſh with what Word he pleaſes. 


Lei 
He, at Mid. wictet, 'diſappoints the Foe ; 
a Springs at the coming Ball, and mocks the Blow. 
Ev'n thus the Rattle-Srake, as Fray lers * | 
go With ſtedfaſt Eye obſerve it's deſtin'd Prey; 
"Till fondly gazing on the glitt ring Balls, 
Into her Mouth th? unhappy Victim falls, 
The baffled Hero quits his Bat with Pan. 
And mutt'ring lags acroſs the ſhouting Plinn. 
Briſk H/ next ſtrides on with comely Pride, | 
Tough as the ſubject of his Trade, the Hide. 151 : 
In his firm Palm, the hand-bound Bull he bern. | 
And mixes joyous with his pleas d Compeers. 
Bromlean Ms attends the Kentifo'T „„ | | 
90 And R-—1 from his Size, ſurnam'd the Zong, 
Six more, as ancient Cuſtom: has thought meet, t 
With willing Steps, th' intrepid Band compleat, | 
On th' adverſe Party, tow'ring o'er the reſt, 
Left-handed Nd fires each arduous Breaſt, 


On 


V. 81. K II Engen of Dartford in Kent, Tanner; celebrated Bowler. 
V. 85. M----s] Mill, of. Bromley in Kent. 

V. 86. R.] Robin, commonly called Long Robin, | 
ide Six more] Meſſ. Mills, Sawyer of Suſſes, Cutbuſb, Bartrum, Ns, and 


1 16 J] 

95 From many a bounteous Crop, the foodful Grain | 
With ſwelling Stores rewards his uſeful Pain: 
While the glad Farmer, with delighted Eyes. 
Smiles to. behold his cloſe-cram'd Gran'ries riſe. 


Next B. came, whoſe cautious Hand could fix 


rooln neat diſpoſed Array the well-pil'd Brick: 
With him, alone, ſcarce any Youth wou'd dare 
At ſingle Wicket, try the doubtful War. 
For few, fave him, th' exalted Honour claim. W 
To play with Judgment, all the various Game. 


105Next, his accompliſh'd Vigour, C9 tries 
Whoſe ſhelt ring Hand the neat-form'd Garb ſupplies. : _ 


To the dread Plain her D---e Surry ſends, -- | 
And . on the jovial Train attends. 


Equal in Numbers, bravely they begin Ne 8 225 
110 The dire Diſpute.-—The Fees of Kent go in. 


% T'% 


>> THE 


101, C----y] Cudh, of Slender, Suſſex, Taylor. 
103. D----e] Stephen Dingate, of Rygate in wm 
104. V4] Weymark, the Miller. : 


424 8 


Meſſ. Newland, n Green, Harris, Harris and Smith, 


. 105. Equal in Numbers.]. The reſt on the Side of the Counties were, 
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for three Natchs. "The Odds run bigh on the Side of 

KENT. Bryan and. Newland 80 in; they belp the Game 
Guan 100 4 

greatly. Bryan i rs unfortunately ut out by Kips, KE Nr, be 
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the firſt Innings, is Thirteen a-head. W COUNTIES , 8 
in again, and get Fi 7 gewen e bead R E N T, in the Second 
Innings is very near yr ing the 2 22 Men being i in. Wer 
mark 7 Een a Cateb, and LY that means K E N'T i 
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11H wary Judgment, ſcattter'd o'er the Green, 
Th' ambitious Chicfs of fruitful Kent are ſeen. 
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bl Some, at a Diſtance, for the Line Ball wait, 
Some, nearer planted, ſeize it from the * . 


E and Ms behin f the Wicker ſtand, Ns h 5 1 b | 
And each by Turns, the flying, Ball command: | i7 ; 5 „ 
Four times from Hs Arm i it ſkims the Graſs; _ 1 
10 Then M-—s ſucceeds, The Seeker our change Place, He 4 
Obſerve, cries H-—l, to the wondr' ing Throng, 5 N 
Be * dges now, ow Arms are e better drang! = | 
. Ho and 2 —— dae and | Milk, OED on the e. 


38. Side, | E 


Wy v. r 10. Be Judges now, Afi, num mage fit noftrum as telum. 
Virg. En. x. I. 481. 
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nie ſaid-—then peis d, — h 
Swift from his Arm the fatal Miſſie few. 


Nor with more Force the Death conveying Ball, 


Springs from the Cannon to the batter'd” Panel 


15 Nor ſwifter yet the pointed Arrows go. l 
Launch d from the Vigour of the Parthian Bow. 


It whizz'd along, with unimagin'd Mn” 
And bore down all, reſiſtleſs in its Courſe.” 
To ſuch impetuous Might'compell'd'to aka” 
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20 The Bail, and e e beſtrew the Field, Padw7 ; 
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Now e with nike Heat th unequal Fray, Weil Re, 


While Kent uſurps the Honours of the Day 


Loud from ihe Rig reſounds the piercing Shout, rend f 


Three Neeches only fin eee \ 


The bufy Better ulculates is Ou, 1 
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25 But while the drooping Play'r _ the Gods, © 
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V. 11. And riſing as he threw. 
Not with more Force, e hs” 
Eminus intorguet. Murali concita nunguam 


Torment? fi. ſaxa fremunt, nec fulmine tanti 
Dil Crepitus, Volat 7 9 . x 8 
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Swift round the Plain, | in buzzing, Murmurs BB nods. 


“ hold you Ten to Fur, Kent. Den Se, ee 
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o Th increaſing Terrors of the . 
3 S ch : loſing Tribe! wA 12 | 
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When, vainly ſtriving gainſt the eon xing Ball., beat 


44 4. 


They ſee their boaſted, Chiefz, dejefted fall. : 
44 4001 IOS. 
Now the as mightieſk of che fainting Hat 1279) 210d 


Pant to redeem the F dame their Fellows loſt. 
35 Eager for Glory; For the worſt epared; it bas & 
With pow'rful Skill, their 8 — Wickets guard 
B-, collected for the deadly Strok r 
Firſt caſt to Heav'n, (a fupplicating Look! 21 
Then pray'd. 2 r Pow're? Af ann £797) 
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40 And grant the fying Or may frott rhe Ee WL ee 


This faid ; he wav'd his Bat with. forceful S ring, FO 


And drove the batter d | Pelle cer the 2 2 FO ee 1 
Then rapid five times croſs'd the oe” Plain, 
E er the departed Ball n _—_ L 
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45 Nor was thy Proweſs valiant N-—4, mean, 
Whoſe ſtrenuous Arm increas'd the Game eighteen; BR 
While from thy Stroke, che Ball retiring hies, 2 
Uninterrupted Clamours rend the Skies.” rte d 2420 BoA 
But oh, what horrid Changes oft' are ſeen, 

50 When faithleſs Fortune ſeems the moſt ſerene! - 51 of 
Beware, unhappp B- / ch beware 
Too heedleſs Swaln, when ſuch a Foe is near. i of Hg! 

Fir d with Succeſs elated with his Luck, 
He glow'd with Rage, regardle how he ftruck; © waz oil 1 

$5 But, fore'd thb fatal Negligence to moungg 7) 97 
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The reſt their unavailing Vigour try, W Selk Aon: ng 521 


And by the Power of Kent, demoliſh An ant! aan 20 1 
Awakened Eccho ſpeaks the Bmings O er, Batz \ a X* 73:1 

60 And forty Notches detp indent the'Seore,l nt 09G 1 ns 
Now Kent” prepares her better Skill te ſhew; +3d 9m 1817 
Loud rings the Ground, at each tremendous ne” 1* 11 

1 mas hy 8351 © With ; 


v. $6, K——s) Fo 7¹ is Fe Guan of yg the Ba at 5 
Wicket, and knocking up the Hong. inſtantly, if the Bat/man is not extremely 
dautious. 
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65 Till, tired with Fame, the conq'ring Hoſt give Way dro} ali 


| 70 The Strokes re-eccho o'er the ſpacious | 


* et Land} an * 
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With nervous Arm, performing God- like Deeds. 
Another, and another Chief ſucceeds; i 


And head by thirteen Strokes, the toilſome Fray. 
Freſh rous'd to Arms, each Labour-loving SWwann 

Swells with new Strength, and dares ee 

Again to Heav'n aſpires the chearful Sound; 


The Champion ſtrikes, When, ſcarce arriving fair, by wolg rl 
The glancing Ball mounts: upwards in the Air ?: 
The Batſman ſees it; and with mournful Eyes, Bur tan 
'Fix'd on th'aſcending Pellet as it flies ds flor ad 
75 Thus ſuppliant Claims the Favour of the Skies. 
O mighty Fove / and all ye nee ere 
Let my regarded Pray'r your pity move! W or! 
Onant me but this, Whatever Youth tall a. g 
naten at the Prize, deſcending thro' the Air; 
80 Lay him extended on the graſſy Plain, . | 
And wks his bold, ambitious rad] vain. Is „ 
BY a an aaitacadifce: ihe 
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He aid. The Powers, attending his Requeſt 
Granted: one en to Winds conſign d the reſt. 
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And now Woftrious Song, PT n 
85 Th' approaching Ball with cautious Pleaſure view'd 17 
At once he ſees the Chiefs impending Doom, 
And pants for mighty Honours, yet to come: 
| Swiſt as the Falcon, darting on its Prey, | 
He fprings elaſtick o'er the verdant Way; | 
90 Sure of Succeſs, flies upward with a Bound, - 
Darth lo pro RIA WINE. 7 
The Crunties 1 now * ig eme led, 
And vaunt their r Numbers al eren e a Head. WIS, 
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Audiit & voti hae 2 nn 
Mente didit, Hartem wolucres di ſperfit in dures,” 


v. 34. 8 Lord 7% Sackvitlh Son tothe Duke ör Dire. It 
is d that tho” this Deſcription may a little exceed the real Fact, it may 
be excus d; eſpecially as there is a great deal of Foundation for it. 
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To end th immiorth Honouts of the Yap bi? 
95 The Chiefs of Kont, one more, "Their + Might yi” 
N No crifling Toil ev'n yet remains untry'd, 
| Nor mean-the Numbers of ctie ad verſe Sn. 
E With doubled Skifl each #ang'rous 2 oi . 
Strike with ſerving Eye, with Caution run. 
100At length they know the with'd for Nuttiber near, - ; 
| Yet wildly pant, and almft un chey ſear, f = 
| The two laſt Champions even now are in, 1 
| | And but three Notches yet remain to Win. "I 2 9 
| | When, amoſt really to recant it's Bbutiti 
| 10 o gambitious Kent within an Ace had loſt ; 1 
4 The mounting Ball, again obliquely drivin, 8 
| | Cuts the pure Arber, foaring up to Heav _ TT 
| V was ready: Wk, all muſt own, 
| | As ſure a Swain to catch as e er TY: known; ü 
=_ - 110Yet, whether Jove, and all-compel Ming Fate, 
| In their en Will determin Kent ſhould beat, _ 
| 
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Or the lamented Youth too much rely's = D 
On ſure Succeſs, and Fortune often try'd. 
The erring Ball, amazing to be told | 
x1 5Slip'dthro' hisout-ſtretch'd Hand, and mock'd hisHold, 


And now the Sons of Kent compleat the Game, 
And firmly fix their everlaſting Fame. 
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